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ADVETISEMENx. 


HE words of the inſpired 

penman, choſen for the 
text of the enſuing diſcourſe, ta- 
ken in connection with the con- 
text, appear to have been intend- 
ed, by him, to confirm believers 
in the hope of the certainty of 
their deliverance from Divine 
Wrath: For if, while we were 
yet enemies to God, he gave his 
Son to die for us; how much 


more now, being reconciled to 


him by the death of that Son, 
may we expect ſalvation from e- 
very evil? This is one uſe which 


the author of the following ſheets 
intended to make of them, like- 
wiſe. But they inculcating alſo 
(at leaſt, by implication) the doc- 
trine of man's guiltineſs by nature, 
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1 
and, of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 


being the meritorious cauſe of his 
juſtification before God; the au— 
thor's whole plan was, to make 
theſe three important truths, the 
ſubjects of three ſeparate ſermons; 

having a reference to, and depend- 


ance on each other. When a co- 
py of this, which is now offered to 


the world, was requeſted for pub- 
lication; it became neceſſary, in 
order to make it appear an intire 


whole, of itſelf, to introduce, in- 
to the beginning of it, a few ſen- 
timents, from the one which pre- 
ceded it in the courſe of preach- 
ing. And this is the chief reaſon, 


why it has not appeared, from the 


preſs, exactly 1 in the ſame form in 
which it was delivered from the 


pulpit. 


Lax cAs TER, Auguſt 20th, 1793. 


THE 


TRUE PRINCIPLE, &c. 


Romans v. 9. 
Much more then, being now juſtified by his 
Blood, we ſhall be ſaved from Wrath 
through Him. 1 2 


V THEN we hear of a reprieve be- 
ing granted, by proper authori- 
ty; that alone is ſufficient to excite the 
idea in us, that the perſon, in whoſe be- 
half it has been granted, was under ſen- 
tence of condemnation for the violation 
of ſome exiſting law. The words now 
read inform us, of an act of juſtification 
having been paſſed, in favour of the chil- 
dren of men. Shall not this information 
be ſufficient evidence to inſpire a convic- 
tion in this caſe, as well as in the afore- 
mentioned; that the children of men 
were under ſentence of condemnation, 
on account of ſome demerit in them ? 
Every candid mind will allow the one 


"T9 


to have equal weight with the other, in 


inducing a belief of the facts in its own 
caſe, 


Uro the firſt tranſgreſſion of the Di- 
vine command, that thing in which God 
chiefly delighted, his own holy image, 
departed from man. He became tarniſh- 
ed in his glory (a). A void was left in 


the ſoul. This was ſeized with a want 


of energy in all thoſe actings for which 


it had been intended, and qualified. Fee- 


bleneſs, in the extreme, marked all its 
reaſonings. It was liable to form wrong 
notions. An abundant proof of this, we 
have in Adam's attempt to hide himſelf, 
amongſt the trees of the Garden, from 
that allſeeing Eye, which diſcovers the 
fecrets of hearts. In lifting itſelf up to 
God, the former object of its affections 
and truſt, the ſoul found much difficulty. 


He appeared to be at a great remove 


from it indeed; to wear a different aſ— 
__ from that in which he had at firſt 

een clothed; and to poſſeſs different 
properties from what he had manifeſted, 
when he conducted man into Eden, the 


place which he had prepared for his ac- 
 commodation, 


A Pſalm Ivii, 8. 


E 
n How it happened, that the foul ſhould 
n come to view God, its maker, in this 


light, can eaſily be accounted for. He 
remains the ſame unchangeable God, 


i- | ye/teraday, today, and forever. But in it- 

d ſelf was the change. It did, when firſt | 
>, created, form a noble link in the chain : 
1- of being. On it had been beſtowed, by : 
n its allbountiful Father, a meaſure of ex- - 
it cellence inferior, it is true, to what had Y 
5 been conferred on ſome; but far ſuperi- | 
e- or to what had been conferred on others 5 
ts of God's works. By yielding to the | 
g | temptations of Satan, to rebel againſt a 
7e God, it loſt, as we juſt now hinted, a ; 
, portion of the meaſure of its excellence; 

m was thereby really degraded in its na- 

* ture; and ſunk below that place in the 

to chain of being, which it had been creat- 

ns | ed to occupy. And, on this account, 

* there muſt, of neceſſity, be a greater di- 

ve | ſtance between it and its God, the foun- 

3 tain of excellence, than exiſted, when it 

rſt poſſeſſed more exalted qualities. 

nt | - 4 

d, Ix has been contended by ſome (but 

he they are chiefly ſuch, as deny the unhap- 

c- py effects of original fin on the poſterity 


of Adam) that ſuch a fall, from the pri- 
mary glory and dignity of our nature, 


pay 
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has never taken place: And that man is 
as highly qualified, at preſent, to anſwer 
the end of his creation, as he was at the 
moment in which he firſt came out of 
the hand of his Maker. EL 


Bor theſe opinions are falſe; and can 
be refuted by the concurrent teſtimony 


of ſundry witneſſes. Such as acknow- 
ledge the divine authority of the Bible, 
will not reject, in evidence to the truth of 
our fall, the voice of inſpiration. Than 
this, nothing can be more exprels to. the 


point. God hath made man upright ; but 


they have ſought out many inventions (a). 
Many of the diſpenſations of God's pro- 


vidence, recorded in the Scripture, ſpeak 


the ſame language. We ſhall only in- 
Nance two of them. The ſacrifices were 
ordained, under the Moſaic economy, as 
well to ſhow the neceſſity of an atone- 
ment being made, for the guilt incurred 
by the fall, as to point out the only me- 
thod by which it could be made. The 
waſhings that were appointed, were 1n- 
tended, not only to cleanſe the fleſh from 
legal pollution; but alſo to ſignify the 
neceſſity of cleanſing the heart La mo- 
ral impurity, by the blood, and ſancti- 


a Eccleſiaſtes vii. 29. 


"my 

fying influences of the Spirit, of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Theſe conſiderations will carry 
very great force with them, when we re- 


member, that the whole ceremonial law, 


as it made nothing perfect, was a ſha- 
dow of good things to come. 


Bur our own experience bears teſti- 
mony to the truth of our fall. Every 
man has a certain knowledge of what 
paſſes within himſelf: And this, he 


finds to be the very image of what he 


is greatly inclined to ceſure in a fel- 
low mortal. The unſeaſonable and ex- 
ceſſive riſings of anger; a propenſity to 
cheriſh inordinate affections; the ſwell- 


ings of pride; a readineſs to divulge, 


to the world, whatever we know to the 
prejudice af our neighbour's character; 
impatience under the chaſtiſing hand of 


God, and a coldneſs in rendering ho- 


mage to him; a thirſt for human praiſe; 
the kindling of jealouſy, where there is 


any thing like a competitor, or a com- 
petition; and a glowing to revenge all 


wrongs done us; with many other things, 
we all have, in a greater or leſs degree, 
to lament. By purſuing the meaſures, to 
their full extent, into which theſe evil 
deſires would lead us, we ſhould deſtroy 
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all that good order, peace, and happinels, 


which 1t 1s the will cf God ſhould reign 
amongſt mankind. This being the natu- 
ral ſtate of man, he is obnoxious to Di- 
vine vengeance. By the offence of one, 
judgment came upon all men to condemna- 
tion (a). Every mouth is ſtopped, and 
all the world become guilty before God. 
Accordingly, ſentence has been paſſed a- 
gainſt us: The puniſhment fixed. Ba- 
niſhment, with an everlaſting deſtruction, 
from the preſence of the Lord, and the glory 
of his power, 18 our doom: And what 
have we, wherewith we can ſtay the exe- 
cution of this ſentence? Have we no 
price to offer for -our deliverance? Are 
there no principles upon which a deliver- 


ance can be effected? Yes, my brethren, 
there is a way by which repenting ſinners | 


may eſcape eternal puniſtment: And, in 
defence of this way, we ſhall ſeldom draw 


any weapon but he ſword of the Spirit, 


au hich is the Word of God. The Scriptures 
declare in favour of a deliverance by the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt. Being now juſtified 
by His blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath, 


through him. This is the price with | 


which the favour of God can be purchaſ- 
ed; the only conſideration, on account of 
| 2 Romans v. 18, . 0 


＋ 


the great Jehovah. 


1 3 = 
which God will turn aſide from his anger. 
Let us, therefore, flee unto Jeſus, the medi- 


ator of the new covenunt, and to the blood of 


ſprinkhng, that ſpeaketh better things, than 
that of Abel. The blood of Abel proclaim- 
ed aloud, that cruelty and guilt were in the 
world, marking their way with death. It 


cried to Heaven, the throne of equity, and 


to God, the judge of all, for vengeance on 
the offender. The voice of thy brother's 
blood crieth unto me from the ground, faith 


Bo the blood of Jeſus ſpeaketh in more 
generous ſtrains. It crieth not for venge- 
ance on thoſe who ſhed it, and for whom 
it was ſhed: On the contrary; it pleadeth 
for pardon and mercy in behalf of them, 
whoſe hands are imbrued therein. And 1s 
not this the caſe with each of us preſent 
today? How often have we, by volunta- 
rily committing fin, crucified the Son of 
Gd afreſh? And is it poſſible, that the 
blood of Jeſus can plead, and -prevail, in 
favour of ſuch guilty wretches? Ves! 
ſtupendous grace! Being juſtified by his blood 


, (fays our text) we. ſball be ſaved from wrath. 


To be juſtified, is to be ſuſtained right- 
eous, and unblamable. Believers are ſuſ- 
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LW 
tained righteous and unblamable in the 
ſight of God, by that blood which was 


ſtipulated to be ſhed, in the covenant be- 


tween the Father and the Son: That 1s, 


By the merit of the ſufferings of Jeſus 


Chriſt. In proof of this we will offer the 
words of St. Paul: ho is it that con- 
demneth ? It is Chriſt that died (a). Nei- 
ther the malice of; Satan, inflamed by diſ- 
appointment; nor the greedineſs of Hell 
to devour; nor the law, in the utmoſt ex- 
tent of its rigour; nor conſcience, awak- 
ened to a faithful diſcharge of its office ; 
can bring an accuſation, or pronounce 
ſentence of condemnation. Theſe derived 
their.authority, to lay to our charge, from 
fin. But the enmity of this is ſlain; the 
ſting is extracted out of it; and, with re- 
ſpect to believers, it hath no longer a 
power to condemn : But grace reigus, 
through righteouſneſs, unto eternal life, by 
Jou Chriſe, our Lord (b). 


In order to have a clearer notion of this 
doctrine, let us examine, particularly, into 
the meaning of the phraſe, in our text, 
_ Being juſtified by his blood. In coming at 
the true import of it, we can be aſſiſted 
by conſidering ſome of the diſpenfations 
2 Romans viii. 34. b and ev. 21. 


rr, ee, x., f 


a 1 . 


a EY * 


E 


of God's providence towards the Jewiſh 


church. When the great Jehovah ſepa- 


rated the offspring of Jacob from the reſt 


of mankind, he preſcribed certain laws, 


which were to be peculiar to themſelves. 
By theſe they were bound to regulate their 
converſation. He alſo appointed, that ſuch 
and ſuch beaſts ſhould be offered in facri- 


fice, as atonements, for ſuch and ſuch fins. 


The tranſgreſſion of any of thoſe laws 


ſtained the perſon, offending, with legal 
pollution. This rendered him unfit for 


any duty, until an atonement ſhould be 


made. Of the kind of beaſt, therefore, 
which had been appointed to atone for the 


kind of fin, of which he had been convict- 


ed; he muſt take one: And, according to 
the ceremony inſtituted for that purpoſe, 
have the guilt, with which he ſtood char- 
ged, transferred on it. When the blood 
of the animal was ſhed, the offender, who 
had forfeited his life by his tranſgreſſion, 
was ſpared: And, in the eyes of the law, 
the fulleſt demands of which were ſatisfi- 
ed, by the ſubſtitution of this animal to 


| ſuffer in his room; he was as innocent, 


with reſpect to that fin, as if he had ne- 
ver committed it. The animal ſuſtained 
the puniſhment, which ought to have 


fallen on the man. 
B 2 


J ] 
A KNOWLEDGE of this circumſtance 


caſts great light upon the phraſe, in our 
text, Being juſtified by Chriſt's blood. Me- 


thinks ſome are ready to aſk, © Why need 


« the blood of Jeſus be ſhed, if the ſlay- 
ing of beaſts could make atonement ? 
„Could God take pleaſure in cruelty of 
* the higheſt kind; the puniſhment of an 
8 3 only ſon?” In anſwer to this, 
we reply, That there were many fins, for 
which no ſacrifices, under the Moſaic eco- 


nomy, were appointed to atone. To pub- 
liſh the law to the Iſraelites, the Lord de- 


La) 


ſcended on Sinai in fire. The mountain 


was altogether on a ſmoke, and quaked 
greatly; the trumpet ſounded long, and 


waxed louder and louder; and then, the 


voice of God was heard from the top of 
the mount. What occaſion for all this 
ſolemnity, if the whole force, of what was 
then delivered, could be ſo eaſily avoided ? 
There was a ſecret force, or ſpirituality, in 
the moral precepts, which many, who were 
well acquainted with the law of ordinan- 


ces, knew nothing of. This St. Paul ac- 
| knowledges to have been his caſe: I was 
without the law once. He was well ac- 


quainted with the ordinances and ceremo- 
nies of the Jewiſh religion; but knew no- 


thing of the ſpirituality, extent, and ſanc-- 
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tions of the moral precepts, until his con- 
verſion to Chriſtianity. God's anger was 
juſtly kindled againſt every ſin: And can 
it be ſuppoſed, that he could be moved to 
part with it, in every inſtance, by the ſlay- 
ing of a few beaſts; when the cattle on a 
thouſand hills are bis? when the Earth 1s 
the Lord's and all that it contains? By no 
means. But we muſt diſtinguiſh what is 
called, legal pollution, from moral guilt. 
The difterence between theſe, is great. 
Legal pollution was contracted by violat- 
ing thoſe laws, which were peculiar to, 


and binding upon the Jewith people only; 


and which were to be done away by the 


death of Chriſt: But moral guilt is incur- 
red by violating thoſe eternal laws of truth, 
juſtice, righteouſneſs, and holineſs, which 


are founded in the unchangeable nature 


and perfections of God; and from acting 
in conformity to which, he cannot, in 
the {lighteſt degree, recede. Moral guilt, 
which ariſes out of the crimes of murder, 
adultery, &c. was never expiated by the 
death of beaſts. Could this have been 
the caſe, how would David have triumph- 


ed in it; after that, by the miniſtry of the 


prophet, Nathan, he had been awakened 

to a ſenſe of the ſinfulneſs of his conduct, 

in the caſe of Uriah? But whole herds 
3 
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bi might have been killed in vain. Of this, 


q1 he was well convinced. He perceived, 

1 that no relief could be gained in this way. 

tt Thou dcfireſt not ſacrifice, elſe would I give 

Fl it. Thou delighteſt not in burnt offerings. | 
4 Hence the death of Chriſt, in order to the | 
i ſalvation of ſinners, appears to be indiſ- 
lj penſibly neceſſary. F 
4 
1 Was the guilt of ths man, who had — 
bt ſtained himſelf with legal pollution, tranſ- I 
1 ferred, by the appointment of God, on the & 
9 devoted victim; which then felt the ſtroke t 
of juſtice? And might not the offender, 1 
+ who was ſpared on the account of this n 
bt animal being ſlain, be ſaid to be juſtified, t] 
Þ or acquitted, which is nearly the fame 

+ thing in ſubſtance; by the blood of the ſa- 

# crifice which he offered? Verily he might. a 
bi In like manner all the mora} guilt of the 
world, by the appointment of God, and 1 
bf with the voluntary conſent of Chriſt, was fo 
9 transferred on Chriſt; Mo his own/ſelf bare re 
# our fins in his own body on tbe tree (a). For OC 
Mi God hath made him, who knew no /in, to be ty 
. ſin for us, that we might be made the right= G 
\ eouſneſs of God in him (b). . co 
; ; . : G0 
1 From what hw been "oy it appears, ſor 
40 that man, for loading himſelf with moral 


ih | a 1 Peter il, 24, b 2 Corinthians v. 21, 


9 


* 


guilt, was condemned, by the alirighteous 
God, to ſuffer the pains of eternal death. 


From this deſtiny he could not be ſaved, 


without a ranſom: And where could a 
ranſom be found? The life of no created 
being would be accepted of, as an atone- 
ment for moral guilt. Could he give 55 


fir/tborn for his tranſgreſſion; the 1 of 


#1s body, for the fin of his foul; it would 


be ſuch a price as God required not at his 


hands. It, therefore, pleaſed the eternal 
Son, who was * begotten, not made,” 
to become incarnate, and offer himſelf a 
ſacrifice for us; that, by his blood, we 
might be juſtified, and 7 ther from wrath 
through him. 


Or the plan of ſalvation by a mediator, 
an inſpired apoſtle hath beautifully ſpok- 
en: God was in Chrift reconciling the world 


unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes un- 


fo them (a). The whole of this ſcheme of 
reconciliation, was of his own deviſing. It 


2 the divine Mind from all eterni- 


: And the words of Abraham to his ſon, 
2 will provide himfelf a lamb, have been 
completely fulfilled in this caſe. All is of 
God; nothing, of man. In the perſon of the 
{on of Mary dwelled the fulneſs of the God- 


a 2 Corinthians v. 19. 
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head bodily. On the arm of this ſtrength he 
leaned, whilſt he was employed in ſettling 
the terms of our peace. 


him for refuge. What a glorious proceſs 
was this! What amazing condeſcenſion! 
But God's ways are not as our ways. 
We, to the reproach of our ſpecies, ſeek 
to revenge every afront and indignity of- 
fered us: God, when the greateſt inſult 
had been offered to him, did not deal with 


us as we deſerved; but, according to his 


own great goodneſs. He accepted of a 
ſatis faction from another; from an inno- 
cent; when he had it in his power to 
puniſh the guilty. Concerning this ran- 
ſom of our lives, Ifaiah, that prince of all 
the prophets, by a prophetic ſpirit, declar- 
ed ſeveral hundred years before it came to 
paſs; that He was wounded for our tranſ- 

reſſions, he was bruiſed for our miuguittes : 
rhe chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, 
and with his ſtripes we are healed (a). 


That ſtroke of vengeance which it was 


our due to have ſuffered, ſtained the croſs 
with the blood of Jeſus ; and, Being 
now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be Jac 
ved from wrath throu wy him. 

a Iſaiah liii. 5. 


And with the 
arms of this power, he incircles all believ- 
ing ſouls, who ever did, or ever will fly to 


faved from wrath through_ him. 


How complete the efficacy of this a- 
tonement! It hath &/otfed out the hand- 
writing of ordinances, that was. againſt 
us (a). Rejoice ye flocks and herds of 
the field; ye are now et free from the 
neceſſity of bleeding, to expiate the guilt 
of fin. No more ſhall your ſmoke aſ- 
cend from the altars towards Heaven, 
perfumed with incenſe, that God may 
tmell a ſweet ſavour therein. No more 
{ſhall the legal high prieſt enter, yearly, 
the holy place, with your blood, to offer 
it for himſelf, and the errors of the peo- 
ple. The great Antitype has come; and 


with his own blood has entered into the 


preſence of God; having obtained eternal 
redemption for man. Ah, my brethren! 
no incenſe, of material compoſition, was 
here neceſſary. The Divine Nature was 
an altar, which ſanctified the Humanity 
that was offered up; and God was well 
pleaſed in the death of his Son. Being, 
therefore, juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be 


” 


"Tas doctrine of the ſalvation of ſin- 
ners, from the wrath of God, being at- 


tainable only by the blood of Jeſus Chriſt; 


can be clearly illuſtrated, by conſidering 
2 Colloflians ii. 14. a 
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ſome of the circumſtances of the paſſ- 
over lamb, which was killed in Egypt. 
Was this ſimply an act of religious wor- 
ſhip, the intire value of which lay in the 
obedience the Iſraelites rendered to God, 
by compiying with- his command? To 


conſider it, ſolely, in this point of view, 
would do violence to the end deſigned 
to be anſwered by it. It was a typical 
thing; and, in its firſt inſtitution, it par- 
took of the nature of a ſacrifice: Burt, 
through the whole ſucceeding period of 
time, during which the feaſt: was annual- 
ly kept, it ſerved as a commemoration 
of that ſignal manifeſtation of God's lov- 


ing kindnels to the Iſraelites; when his 


deſtroying angel paſſed them over, and 
ſlew the Sb of the Egyptians. As, 
without the ſhedding of blood, there 
could be no remiſſion; ſo, without the 
ſprinkling of the blood ſhed, there could 


be no ſanctification. Theſe few remarks 


render it abundantly evident, that it was 


not the act of their obedience to which 
God had reſpect, when he paſſed over 


the Iſraelites, and deſtroyed the firſtborn 
of the Egyptians; but, to the blood of 
the lamb, which he ſaw ſprinkled on the 
lintels, and two ſidepoſts of their doors, 
This blood, in a ſovereign manner, ex- 


. 


4 


ſmite the land of Egyp 


. &@ } 


eluſive of any motive, diſcoverable by 
human underſtanding, but his own will; 
he conſtituted the principle upon which 
he would ſpare them. The Scriptures 
declare the ſame ſentiment, expreſsly. 
And the blood ſhall be to you for' a token 
upon the houſes where you are: And, when 
T fee the blood, I will paſs over you, when I 
T (a). And again, 
When he ſeeth the blood upon the lintel, and 
on the two fidepoſts of the door, the LORD 
will paſs over the door, and will not ſuffer 
the deſtroyer to come in to ſmite you. 


TRESsE paſſages leave no room to 
doubt of the truth of our aſſertion, that 
it was on account of the blood which 
God ſaw on the ſidepoſts of the Iſrael- 
ites' doors; that he reſtrained the plague, 
which ſmote the firſtborn of Egypt, from 
hurting them. And to attempt to aid 
the force of holy Scripture, by human 
argument, would be as vain a piece of 
conduct, as the propping of an iron pil- 
lar, with a bruiſed reed. 


Now, it appears, from Newteſtament 


language, that the whole ceremonial law 
was but a ſhadow of good things to come. 


a Exodus xii. 13. 23. N 
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The ſubſtance intended to be ſhadowed 

forth, by the killing of the 1 lamb 

in Egypt, was, the real © ſacrifice of the 
death of Chriſt:” And the ſprinkling 
of the blood of this lamb, on the en- 
trance of the houſes of the Iſraelites, 
with a bunch of Hyſſop; prefigured the 
application of the blood of Jeſus to our 
ſouls, by the divine Spirit, in the uſe of ' 
the ordinances of the Goſpel. And as, 
in the ſhadow, the blood of the lamb 
was the only conſideration, on account 
of which God paſſed over the Iſraelites; 
fo, likewiſe, in the ſubſlance, the blood 
of Chriſt ſhed for guilty ſinners, is the 
only principle upon, which God acquits 
them, and ſpares them from eternal pu- 
niſhment. | 


IF, then, ſinners are juſtified only by 
the blood of Jeſus, as what has been ſaid 
ſufficiently proves; and, can be ſaved 
from wrath through none but him; how 
great 1s their 1 who ſeek to be 
juſtified, and to fave themſelves, by 
works of moral righteouſneſs? Can 
the fruits of a pious life atone for fins 
that are paſt? Perfect and perpetual 
obedience to the will of God, was re- 
quired of Adam, before the fall, He 
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was alſo able to have walked uprightly. 


But what proportion can that imperfect 
obedience which we, in a ſtate of corrup- 
tion, are able to render, although it may 


be ſincere, bear to the malignity of paſt 
ſin; that God, on account of this ſerv- 
ice, ſhould be moved to part with his 
anger, and lift upon us the light of his 
countenance? The pride of man may 


boaſt of the dignity of his nature, and 
the worth of his actions: But the leſſon 
which our Lord teaches us, 1s, that when 


we have done to the utmoſt of our abili- 


ties, to ſay, we are profitable ſervants. 


Could we fulfil all that we are com- 
manded to fulfil, as perfect and perpe- 
tual obedience was required of Adam, in 


a ſlate of innocency; we ſhould only 


come up to what would have been our 


duty, if we had never finned in a ſingle 
_ inſtance: And, therefore, have no over- 


plus obedience or merit (if I may ſo 
m_— to offer, as an atonement for the 
very ſmalleſt of our paſt ſins. But this 
is not all; for poor in good works is the 
very beſt of us. Like a cobweb ſpread 
before a hail ſtorm, cut away in the 
twinkling of an eye, will the mantle of 


our own righteouſneſs, with which we 
are ſo fond of covering ourſelves, prove; 
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when God, in his anger, ſhall rain on us 


fire and tempeſt. Oh! how ſoon ſhall. 


we be {tripped of our own righteouſneſs, 
which 1s as filthy rags, by that fire which 


frieth every man's work F what ſort it is; 


and, brought naked into God's preſence, 


aſhamed and terrified! With what lan- 
guage ought the full perſuaſion of this 
truth to fill our mouths? Tord, i thou 


ſhouldſt mark iniquity againſt us, who can 


and! We cannot anfiver thee for one fin of 


a thouſand which we have committed. And 
with what deſires ought it to inſpire our 
heart? It made St. Paul deſire 70 be 
found in Chriſt, not having his own right- 
eouſneſs. He knew, full well, that all to 
which he could lay any claim was mix- 
ed with imperfection and ſin. He had 
once truſted in the law that he was righ- 
teous. But now, although a faithful 
warrior againſt the Prince of Darkneſs 
and an hardy ſoldier in the cauſe © 
Chriſt; he would not venture, even on 
the beſt ſervices he had ever rendered to 


God, for juſtification before him. He 


knew, That good works, which are the 
fruits of faith, and follow after juſtifica- 
tion, cannot put away fins, and endure 
* the ſeverity of God's judgment (a).“ 

a Twelfth article of religion, | 


their 


of Go 


1 


If they can never put away ſins, and 


when veighed in God's balances they 
are found wanting, they cannot avail 
any thing in rendering our perſons juſt 
before God. To ſome other conſidera- 
tion, therefore, we muſt have recourſe, 
as the ſole and excluſive reaſon of God's 


beſtowing pardon and ſalvation. on re- 


penting ſinners; and, of his revoking 
4 of condemnation. Any 
thing in themſelves, we have ſeen, it 
cannot be; becauſe, works that are plea- 
ſing and acceptable to God, through 
Chriſt, never go before, but follow after 
juſtification. And what more probable 
reaſon can we find, of God's acquitting 
us from guilt, than that for which we 
have been contending, viz. The merit 

of the obedience — 
own Son? This bears a full proportion 
to the _ to be obtained; the favour 
, and a crown of eternal glory : 


Therefore, Being juſtified by his blood, we 


ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him. 


IMPROVEMEN T. 
1. Dip the manſlayer under the law, 


<q when he had perpetrated the unhappy 


fact, eſcape, with all poſſible haſte, to a 
city of refuge; _—_— at what he had 
2 


ſufferings of his 


[ 28 J 


done? Did the conſciouſneſs of his 


8 , 
EY 
} N 
pe it 
. 
i 
1 
1 I P 
19 
14 
, 
. 1 
Y ''% 
FS 
1 105 
& . + : 
_ + 
* . 
1 
1 
15 ; 
. 
1 
_—_— . 
+0 
CH 4 
54 
. 
1 
ts 
95 
1 
6 


guilt, and a full perſuaſion that the | 

| avenger of blood, a near kinſman of | 

| * the deceaſed,” would purſue to kill 
4 him; add ſwiftneſs to his flight? In 
[ 1 like manner, have you, my hearers, con- ( 
1 vinced of your guilt; convinced of your q 
1 many acts of rebellion againſt the reveal- f 
1s ed will of Heaven; ever fled to lay hold | : 
3 of the hope ſet before you, that you may || e 
1 eſcape the vengeance of God? Has it 1 
44 ever appeared to you, a- righteous thing f 
bW in God to take away your — and ba- [ 
4 niſh your ſoul into the lake of torment; 4 
4 becauſe it is defiled with fin? Whether t 
"1 you have viewed matters in this light, or 1 
1 no, it is the juſt deſert both of you and t 
[2 me; if we have not been waſhed, and b 
4 made clean in the blood of Jeſus. The y 
4 juſtice of God, like the avenger of blood, 1 
1 1s at our heels, and will do the office of D 

1 an executioner: Not of an executioner, 1 
N who can only kill the body; but of one, 2 

wW who, as our Lord expreſles it, when he * 

[i has killed the body, can de/troy both body b 

ih and foul in Hell. i 

3 2. Bur, ſecondly, as the conduct of 4 5 

9 flying, for ſafety, to the blood whereby 40 
N we are juſtified, is a wiſe, reaſonable, 40 


LO Y 


and conſiſtent conduct; fo the neceſſity of 


ſo doing is very great. The paſſover 
lamb had been killed in vain, if the blood 


of it had been ſpilled on the ground; and 
not ſprinkled, according to the Lord's 
direction, on the ſidepoſts of the doors 


where the Iſraelites were. Their firſt- 


born, as well as the firſtborn of Pharaoh 
and his ſubjects, would have been deſtroy- 


ed. So, likewiſe, Chriſt will have died 


in vain, as to us, if we keep at a diſtance 
from him. He ſuffered on Calvery; He 
poured out his ſoul unto death; He was 


lain as the Lamb of God, to take away 
the fin of the world : But this will profit 
us nothing, unleſs we are made clean in 


the blood of this Lamb. There may be 
bread enough in the Father's houſe; and 
yet the abſent, prodigal ſon ſuffer want. 
In Chriſt, alſo, there may be a ſufficiency 
of merit to atone for all ſin; yet many 


ſinners, notwithſtanding this, through de- 
lay, or total neglect of application, periſh 


everlaſtingly. If theſe things are ſo, my 
brethren, let me addreſs you in the lan- 


guage of Ananias to Saul; Muy tarry ye? 


Ariſe, come to Jeſus, and waſh away your 


fins. But it may be aſked, *© How ſhall 
« we come? You have ſifted all merit 
„ out of the works of moral righteouſ- 
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to travel to the manſions of glory. 


: Im 1 


« neſs, and what ſhall we bring with us, 


« to recommend us to favour | Nie 


leads me, 


3. E remark, That it becomes us to 


place all things in their due order: Not ſet 
one thing where another ought to ſtand. 
We condemn not good works. We con- 
tend for a zealous performance of them: 
Not becauſe they are able to juſtify our 
perſons; for this purpoſe they were never 


deſigned; but, becauſe God hath before 


ordained that we ſhould walk in them (a). 
They are the highway along which we are 


poſe a great perſonage, at a diſtance from 
home, ſhould purchaſe a ſervant. From 


a preference to a particular road, which 


leads to the place of his reſidence, he ſets 
the ſervant on it; gives him way-marks, 
by which to know when he is right, 


with a charge to turn neither to the right 


hand, nor to the left, on pain of his diſ- 
pleaſure, and ſevere chaſtiſement. By e- 
very paſſenger, who paſſes that way, the 
maſter is informed, that the ſervant tra- 
vels on according to his directions. This 
faithfulneſs to his orders, and obedience 
to his will, impart ſatisfaction to the ma- 
- a Epheſians ii. 10. 


Sup- 


| 


fn $5. ln A at wo ad i at 


t 


LM 1 
ſer, and prompt him to be liberal to the 
ſervant: Not becauſe he has done more 
than was his duty to do; but becauſe the 


maſter ſaw the impreſſion *made, by his 
commands, on the mind of the ſervant, 


correſponded as exactly to the features of 


his own mind, as an impreſſion ON WAX 
anſwers to this: marks of the ſeal which 
made it. 


TE adorable God hath purchaſed the 


heirs of ſalvation, with no leſs a price 
than the blood of his own Son. Then 
he ſets on the narrow path of holineſs and 
righteouſneſs, to lead them to Heaven; 


with a charge not to deviate from it. He 
who ſurveys all things and all places, at 


one and the ſame time, ſtands in no need 
of being informed, by any, at what place 
we are in the way. His eyes are ever over 
the righteous; and our prayers and alms 
are the beſt meſſengers we can ſend be- 
fore us, to inform our great Maſter, that 
we are ſtill marching on, in the path on 
which he at firſt ſet us. God, diſcover- 
ing in us a zealous defire to obey him, 
takes pleaſure in us: Not. becauſe we 
have done more than was our duty to do; 


but becauſe he ſees in us ſomething of his 
own image, And beſtows on us a reward 
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of ſalvation and glory: Not on account 


of our meriting it; but becauſe it is his ; 
good pleaſure, for the ſake of the death of 4 
Chriſt, to give it. God requires of us, ? 
and it 1s all he doth require, the ſtricteſt = 
* holineſs: And this, not as a price for the 7 
pardon of our paſt ſins; but, as a qualifi- F 
cation for the enjoyment of Heaven, and } 
the ſociety of pure ſpirits. When you | f 
would come to God, you muſt bring with | 9 
you Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator between t. 
God and ſinners; and offer him as the d 
price of your acceptance with the Father: * 
But, when you would come unto Jeſus, 7 
wait not for fitneſs. The only fitneſs it 
* he requires, is, to feel your need of 66 
« him,” to make you good and happy. cl 
Come as you are, wretched, and miſerable, ar 
and poor, and blind, and naked; having i 
no confidence in the fleſh. Bring with you A 
deep and unfeigned ſorrow for your paſt | 
offences. Claim an intereſt in the inter- di 
ceſſion of the Saviour, as a benefit you | gr 
greatly ſtand in need of; pray unto God fo 
through him; and you will find grace to ki 
help you. His Name and Mediation are tre 


all- prevailing. He lives in his people, and | ſor 
makes them holy. J the blood of bulls, | 
and of goats, and the aſhes of an beifer, 4 
ſprinkling the unclean, could put away le- tive 


I 33 J 
gal pollution, or, in the words of St. Paul, 


fanttifieth to the purifying of the fleſh ; bow 
much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who, 


through the eternal Spirit, offered himſelf, 
_ without ſpot, to God, purge your conſcience 
from dead works to ſerve the living God? 


Ah! my fellow-candidates for Eternity, 
here is laid open to our view, the true 


fountain from whence flow all Chriſtian 


graces. The blood of Jeſus is that foun- 


tain, which the prophet, Zechariah, pre- 


dicted ſhould be opened to the houſe of Da- 
vid, and to the inhabitants of Feruſalem ; 


for fin, and for uncleanneſs. In it, and in 
it alone, ſhall all the members of the 


66 Church Univerſal “, be waſhed, and 


cleanſed from all im urity and defilement, 
and whatever is offenſive to God. But 
its effects upon the ſoul ſtop not here. 


As a fountain diffuſes a refreſhing moi- 
ſture through the Earth, to a conſiderable 
diſtance around. it, which impregnates the 
ground with fruitful qualities; and ſends 
forth its ſtreams to perform the ſame. 
kind office, perhaps, for an extenſive 


tract through which they run: So, the 
ſoul, purged of all noxiouſneſs by the 


ws By the © Church Univerſal” is to be underſtood, all 
the pious children of God, who ever * or ever ſhall 
live upon the Earth, 


* 
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SS 
blood of ſprinkling, and refreſhed by the 
influences of the holy Spirit, like the gen- 
tle diſtillings of the dew upon the graſs, 
ſhooteth forth all Chriſtian graces; which 
appear, firſt in the tender blade; then, in 


the ear; and afterwards; in the full corn, 


in the ear. From this obſerve, that the 


Chriſtian life is progreſſive. It is the pri- 


vilege and happineſs of the ſaints to grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of the 
Lord. They go from one degree of 
ſtrength to another. Be prevailed on, 
my hearers, to examine how the caſe 


ſtands with you. Prove your own/elves. 


Have you now a clearer notion of the 
weakneſs of your own nature; a ſtronger 
attachment to God; a greater love to his 
ſervice and people; and a better under- 


ſtanding of his Word, than you had years 


and months ago? If not, ſuſpe& the 


truth of your title to Heaven and hap- 


pineſs, and ſtrive to amend. The apoſtle 
ſpeaks of babes in Chriſt. What does he 
intend by this, but to characteriſe thoſe, 
who are newly awakened to a ſenſe of fal- 
vation being attainable only through his 
Name? Are there any ſuch amongſt 
you? Improve the talent well. It is 
an invaluable acquiſition! A pearl of 
great price! Therefore, preſs forward, 
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| on to 
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until ye attain to the meaſure of the ſide 


ture of perfect men in Him. Stay your- 
ſelves upon Him. He is a Saviour, able 
to ſupply all your wants, and to ſatisfy 
your moſt enlarged deſires. In Him 
are hid all the treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge. He is the Cauſe, the Be- 

| ginning, and the End of our converſi- 
od. He is made unto us Right- 
eouſneſs, Sanctification, and Redempti- 


on: And, Being juſtified by his Blood, 
we ſhall be ſaved from Wrath through 
Him, AMEN, 
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